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There is a relatively small segment of leaders in the business world; in-

dividuals who seem able to build relationships, trust, and rapport with 

almost anyone, and then are able to broker the relationships and make 

connections between people. Sergio Sanchez is one of those people. A 

professional entrepreneur, a visionary with more than 19 years experi-

ence with a record of success in the purchase, sales, management and 

marketing of United States 

paper money at the re-

gional, na- tional and 

international level. 

A creative problem 

solver with the ability to 

drive revenue growth, re-

solve conflict, improve mo-

rale and con- sistently ex-

ceed profit goals. From 

an avid and passionate 

collector of US coins since the young age of eight years old, to the 

founder and CEO of Numismatists Financial Group, Inc. Sergio Sanchez, 

Jr. Currency specializes in U.S. large and small size paper money. We 

buy, sell, service want lists and give free appraisals. 
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The Eagle 
on U.S. 
Coins 

By Cindy Mohon 

In Part I the eagle designs on 

standard U.S. coinage were discussed. In 

this sequence, some of the    

commemoratives, gold coins and bullion 

coins will be used as illustrations. 

Classification of the designs in Part I were 

divided into two broad categories: Emblematic or 

Naturalistic in style.  This classification holds true; 

however, when the descriptions which originated with Heraldry are added as a 

sub-category, the subject becomes even more intriguing. 
To understand the portrayal of the Bald Eagle on United States coins, it is 

important to understand the impact of heraldry on the iconographic aspects of 

the eagle designs. Technically defined heraldry Unfortunately the definitions are 
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a little dry and dusty; and fail to reflect 

the dynamic energy and broad effect 

that the heraldic symbology has had on 

modern communication world-wide 

throughout history. Essentially, 

heraldry is about identification. It was 

(and is) of vital importance that 

heralds (messengers), 

significant persons and all 

forms 

 

So heraldry was a form 

of communication. In Los Angeles, 

gangs use colors (red and blue) as well 

as haircuts, tattoos, hand signals and 

items of clothing to ñmarkò 

themselves as ñbelongingò 

to a certain group. That 

identifies the members 

and often marks 

territory.   Although much 

more sophisticated in some 

ways and codified through 

history in a rigid discipline, heraldry is 

basically  a similar process. 

Heraldry is an important 

part of coin and currency 

design in that certain 

symbols, attitudes (poses) 

and items have traditional 

meanings. Eagles have a long 

history of ñattitudeò symbolism 

as far back as early human history 

including Roman and Charlemagne.  

Heraldry is a complicated study and 

many scholars disagree on some 

definitions and 

descriptions. 

The following is 

a sample of the 

elements of 

heraldic 

descriptions and 

how this might 

explain some of our 

more unusual eagle motifs on U.S. 

coins. 

Centered with forward orientation toward 
viewer with its head upturned dexter 
which is to the viewerõs left), wings 
outstretched to its sides with wingtips 
pointing upward. 

This style of eagle is typically 

combined with a superimposed 

shield upon its body with arrows 

clutched in one set of talons and olive 

branches in the other. Other symbols 

designs also adorn the field in its 

area: 1) A series of clouds in 

semi-circle between wingtips 

and stars in the field above its 

head. 

Fig. 1 Heraldic eagle with clouds, stars 

and arrow to the viewerõs  left (warlike) 

Fig 2 Heraldic eagle with plain fields and olive 
branch in talons to viewers left (peaceful)

Traditionally in heraldry the right and 
left orientation holds concepts such as 

Peaceful (Eagleôs right and  
viewerôs left) or  Warlike. 
(Eagleôs left and viewerôs 
right).  These concepts were 
taken very seriously in world 
diplomacy and, when 
designerôs mistakenly reversed 
them in early U.S. coinageðit 

caused international reaction. 

Heraldry is ñthe system 

by which coats of arms 

and other armorial bear-

ings are devised, de-

scribed, and regulated 

Heraldry is also defined 

as armorial bearings or 

other heraldic symbols.ò 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Heraldic_displayed_eagle.svg



