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There is a relatively small segment of leaders in the business world; in-

dividuals who seem able to build relationships, trust, and rapport with 

almost anyone, and then are able to broker the relationships and make 

connections between people. Sergio Sanchez is one of those people. A 

professional entrepreneur, a visionary with more than 19 years experi-

ence with a record of success in the purchase, sales, management and 

marketing of United States 

paper money at the re-

gional, na- tional and 

international level. 

A creative p r o b l e m 

solver with the ability to 

drive revenue growth, re-

solve conflict, improve mo-

rale and con- sistently ex-

ceed profit goals. From 

an avid and pas s i ona t e 

collector of US coins since the young age of eight years old, to the 

founder and CEO of Numismatists Financial Group, Inc. Sergio Sanchez, 

Jr. Currency specializes in U.S. large and small size paper money. We 

buy, sell, service want lists and give free appraisals. 

BOURSE SPONSOR TABLE #700 
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Collecting  

Large Size 
Notes by  
Signature 

The Black Eagle                

By Sergio Sanchez    
I wrote an article for the 

Greensheet on the topic of collecting 
by signature combinations    (June 
1999 - Woodchopper Pioneer Family 
Series).      Today,   I am writing   about  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

probably the most popular collected 

Large Size Note "The Black Eagle." 

This Note is very popular because 

of its beautiful design. It is also the 

only U.S. Note with the portraits of two 

presidents, and is still very affordable 

to own at this time. This Note was 

engraved by G.F.C. Smillie, and was 
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first issued in 1899. The design has the 

American Eagle over the portraits of 

Presidents Abraham Lincoln and 

Ulysses S. Grant. The Black Eagle was 

issued with a total of 11 different 

signature combinations and in 3 

varieties, date above serial number, 

date below serial number and date to 

the right of seal. The Black Eagles go 

from Friedberg numbers 226 through 

236. Friedberg number 226 has the 

date above the serial numbers. 

Friedberg numbers 226a through 229 

have the date below the serial 

numbers. Friedberg numbers 229a 

through 236 have the date to the right 

of the seal. 

The Black Eagle was issued as a 

Silver Certificate, and a total of 3,744 

Billion Notes were printed. (Ref: The 

Comprehensive Catalog of US Paper 

Money, By Hessler, Chambliss of 

2006) Yes, over three billion Notes 

were printed. That's a lot of Notes. 

 

FREIDBERG 

NO. NOTES PRINTED TOTAL KNOWN 

CURCULATED 

KNOWN 

UNC 

KNOWN 

226 100,000,000 965 782 183 

226a 450,000,000 1,782 1,452 330 

227 117,112,000 655 553 102 

228 316,887,600 2,221 1,780 441 

229 220,000,000 1,587 1,298 289 

229a Included Above 266 243 23 

230 469,200,000 3,473 2,887 586 

231 6,740,000 212 144 68 

232 354,268,000 2,953 2,524 429 

233 790,444,000 10,117 8,308 1,809 

234 30,452,000 1,909 1,631 278 

235 326,536,000 4,778 4,238 540 

236 530,992,000 14,739 13,355 1,384 

 TOTAL 3,712,631,600 45,657 39,195 6,462 
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Granted, all Notes printed might not 

have been released for circulation by 

the government, yet even if 80% were 

released; it still leaves a lot of notes, 

over 2 billion. It is simple. The life 

expectancy of Paper Money compared 

to coins does not even come close. 

Here you will find a chart with 

information pertaining to the various 

Friedberg numbers, Notes printed of 

each, total number known, Circulated 

amounts known and Uncirculated 

amounts known. If you notice the 

rarity factor of three of these Notes 

Friedberg 231, the Napier/ Thompson 

signature 

combination 

Black Eagle 

with 212 Notes, 

is the rarest of 

them all. There 

are two other 

Black Eagles, 

Friedberg 227 and Friedberg 229a, 

with 655 and 266 Notes known in all 

grades. I would like for you to notice 

how many possible sets including all 13 

varieties could be assembled. That's 

right. 212 sets so far from what is 

reported. This includes Circulated, and 

Uncirculated Notes Known. As far as 

an uncirculated set, only 23 can be 

assembled. 

So, if you would like to venture off 

in a great challenge to assemble one of 

these sets, try it. You will have lots of 

fun and if you are successful, you will 

be one of the privileged to own one. I 

owned a complete Gem set of the 13 

varieties, and I had a great time 

putting it together.  

All I can say if you want to put a set 

together, go for it now while they are 

still affordable and possible, because 

the more collectors who join our 

hobby, the 

harder it will 

be, and of 

course the 

price will rise 

considerably. 

Have fun! 

P.O. Box 44-2809 

Miami, FL 33144-2809, 888.209.3569 

305.264.1101, www.sanchezcurrency.com
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CK Shows Participating 

NSDRT Members 

John Highfill 

Allen Rowe 

Jack Beymer 

Don Ketterling 

Coleman Foster 

Jack Copeland 

Curt Mease 

Silvano DiGenova 

Mike Faraone 

Jeff Oxman 

Mark Witkower 

Don Kagin 

Bob Higgins 

Bob Paul 

Steven Higgins 

Will Rossman 

Bobby Avena 

Gus Tiso 

Jim Curtis 

Bruce Braga 

Jeff Wuller 

James Sego 

Marlene Highfill 

James Curtis 

Kris Oyster 

Brian Fazio 

 For More Info Visit NationalSilverDollarRoundtable.org or call 918-254-8931 

National 
Silver Dollar 
Roundtable 
The National Silver Dollar 
Roundtable, a non-profit 
educational organization, 
invites and welcomes to 
membership all worthy 
persons eighteen years of 
age and older. 

The NSDR is dedicated to 
promoting United States 
silver dollars. The objective of 
the organization is to 
advance the knowledge of 
numismatics, especially for 
U.S. silver dollars, along 
educational, historical and 
scientific lines. 

NSDR assists in bringing 
about cooperation among all 
persons interested in 
collecting, buying, selling, 
grading, exhibiting and 
preserving U.S. silver dollars, 
through educational forums, 
social meetings, written 
articles, newsletters and 
other publications of interest. 

Our educational programs 
have, featured the most 
respected names in 
numismatics. 
 
We are proud of our 
members and recommend 
them all to you.  Remember, 
when it comes to collecting 
Silver Dollars, don’t just call 
any coin dealer, consult a 
NSDR Silver Dollar Specialist 
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Gold 
Discovery 
in the 

Platte 

River in 
1858 and 
the Denver 
Mint 
From Placer Mining to 

Gruber & Co 

By Cindy Mohon  
It was tough to become wealthy in 

the 1899’s if your background was 

lower or middle class. Daily necessities 

required a regular job and sometimes 

made advanced education impractical. 

Avenues to better lives were limited. 

Today lottery tickets are often the 

desperate hope of those who are living 

in conditions they wish to improve. In 

the 1800’s the discovery of gold fired 

the imaginations of many men aspiring 

to make their fortunes. The scramble 

to assemble minimal equipment, 

acquire transportation and travel to 

the gold ‘fields’ came to be known as a 

“Gold Rush.” 

One such discovery took place on 

the Platte River near what is now 

Denver city in 1858. At the time the 

area was frontier wilderness and it was 

two years later (February 28, 1861) 

that Congress created the Territory of 

Colorado. Travel hardships and enmity 

from the 

area’s 

Indian tribes 

increased 

the risk and 

difficulty of 

the journey 

to the Platte.  

The 

technique 

used at first 

was placer 

mining. 

Gold 
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migrated due to water pressure or due 

to earth movement; and accumulated 

due to its weight into some kind of 

backwash area—called a “pocket.” One 

method of acquiring this gold was to 

use the gold pan. Another method uses 

a construction called a  “slew” or 

“launder” (essentially a 

trough through which 

river water is routed in 

order to wash gravel 

and soil past riffles or 

matting in order to 

catch the heavier gold as 

it settles to the bottom. The 

gravel and soil would be 

shoveled into the trough. Another 

more complicated method was 

“dredging” which required much more 

construction and equipment. 

The resulting gold was 

often in a form called 

‘gold dust’ and had to 

be converted into 

some practical way to 

use it as money. This 

was tough because 

there wasn’t much 

circulating money in the 

area. In 1860 to 1862 

three firms--Clark, Gruber & 

Co., John Parsons & Co. and John 

Conway & Co.—who minted $5 and 

$10 gold pieces.  

Congress approved an Act in April 

21, 1862 authorizing the establishment 

of a mint in Denver. $75,000 was 

allotted to establish this mint and fund 

the expenses for it in the fiscal year 

1863. It was to mint gold coins 

exclusively.  In June of 1862 a 

committee was appointed to research 

and organize the fulfillment of this Act.  

It appeared that the purchase of 

Clark, Gruber & Co. was the most 

efficient way to proceed. In November 

of 1862 an offer of $25.000 was 

proffered to the company for the 

purchase of the building, equipment, 

supplies and the land. This sale was 

delayed by a problem of a ‘clouded’ 

title to the land since no land office 

had every been established 

for that district. 

The simple fix was for 

Congress to pass a 

resolution on March 

3, 1863 which stated in 

part:  

“Resolved by the Senate 

and House of Representatives of 

the U.S.A.  …  That the Secretary of the 

Treasury … is hereby, authorized to 

receive and accept from said Clarke, 

Gruber and Company such 

relinquishments; and 

conveyances of their 

right and claim to said 

lots and property as … 

the Secretary shall 

deem sufficient for 

the extinguishment of 

any claim, right to said 

lots and property as … 

the Secretary shall deem 

sufficient for the 

extinguishment of any claim, right or 

title which the said Clarke, Gruber and 

Company may or can have thereto. 

And said lots and property shall 

thereafter be reserved from public sale, 

preemption, or homestead settlement, 

and shall remain the property of the 

United States.” 

What an extraordinary real estate 

transaction! The U.S. took title in April 

1863; and, after transporting 

equipment and reconstructing the 

building, the Denver Mint opened in 

September 1863.  
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In the early stages of 

this mint, it did not mint 

coins, but melted, refined 

assayed and stamped 

bullion which was then 

returned to the depositors 

in unparted bars, stamped 

with the weight and 

fineness. Staff included a 

superintendent, assayer, 

coiner, melter and refiner—

although the mint still did 

not mint coinage. 

The placer gold in the 

Platte River area appeared 

exhausted by 

1867; and the 

miners turned to 

lode mining with 

high percentages 

of gold and silver.  

In 1869 Congress 

provided that the 

Denver 

establishment 

would be 

designated as and 

assay office with 

an assayer in 

charge. It was 

decided that the 

amount of bullion 

deposited did not merit 

its designation of Branch 

Mint with a full corps of 

officers. Congress passed 

an act February 20, 1895, 

providing again for the 

establishment of a mint 

at Denver Colorado for 

the coinage of gold and 

silver.  

The original site at the 

old Clarke, Gruber & Co. 

was considered inadequate; 

and the old mint 

assayer’s office was sold 

by an Act of 

Congress on June 

30, 1906. The 

funds were 

applied to the 

costs of finishing 

the new mint on 

property located 

at West Colfax 

and Delaware 

Street.  

The new building 

was occupied in 

1904 but the 

coinage operations 

did not begin until 

February 1906. 
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Thursday December 7 

 12:00 noon Dealer Registration and 

Exhibitor Set-up  

 12:00 noon Visiting Dealer Admission  

 7:00pm Show Closes to Dealers  

Friday December 8 

 9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 6:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 6:30pm Show Closes to Dealers   

Saturday December 9 

 8:30 am Boy Scout Stamp Merit Badge 

Workshop 

9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 12:00 Noon Silver Dollar Seminar 

 John Highfill 

 Jeff Oxman 

 Mike Fararone 

 1:30pm ANACS Submission Center 

Closes 

 4:00pm NGC and PMG Submission 

Center Closes 

 5:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 7:00pm Show Closes to Dealers 

Sunday December 10 

 9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 6:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 6:30pm Show Closes to Dealers   

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 DEALER DIRECTORY 



 

 

 

Las Vegas Coin Journal     |     CKShows.com     |    December 2017       11  

 DEALER DIRECTORY 

 



 

12                Las Vegas Coin Journal     |     CKShows.com     |    December 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Las Vegas Coin Journal     |     CKShows.com     |    December 2017       13  

 BOURSE MAP 



 

14                Las Vegas Coin Journal     |     CKShows.com     |    December 

 

Architectural Style 
 Gothic Renaissance 

Architect 
 John Knox Taylor 

Stone Façade Facing 
 Colorado granite 

Appears as Two Story Building 
 Appears as 2 stories, actually is 5 stories: 

2 below ground and 3 above 

Above Ground Structure 
 175 feet x 100 feet- below ground 

extended on both sides  

Sub-Basement 

 Had boilers, pumps, fuel economizer, 

induced draft apparatus, air compressors  

for well, house water pumps and a 

multitude of other equipment 

Engine Room 
 Finished in white enameled brick 

Basement 

 Housed deposit melting room-3 small and 

1 large melting furnaces-plus receiving, 

shipping, carpenter shops, lockers,  

restrooms, pipe and steam fitters room, 

storage rooms and main storage vault 

Main Storage Vault 
 75 X 20 feet wide with extra heavy door 

and vestibule 

Basement Sweeps Room 

 Discarded crucibles, furnace brick and 

other material treated and crushed here 

Fireproof Building 
 Many interior walls, floors and partitions 

are steel, brick and terra cotta 

Wood Used 
 Wood trim, floors and desk equipment,  

but steel wardrobes, lockers, filing 

cabinets 

Vestibule 
 Three murals above the cornice- 

Commerce, Mining and Manufacturing 

done by Vincent Adriente under 

supervision of Edwin Howland Blashfield 

Vestibule Floor 
 Large metal casting of the Great Seal, 

later removed due to wear and hung in the 

Gold Hall 

Metal Great Seal 
 Replaced with a mosaic 

State of the Art 
 Many innovations in the minting process 

were utilized in the equipping of the 

construction 

Machine Gun Guard Post 
Added many years after opening  

 Built high into the vestibule after rumors 

of a proposed gang robbery, never used 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A tour of the Denver Mint is an 

amazing treat.  If you attend the ANA 

Summer Seminars, the Denver Mint 

tour is offered with a great many other 

classes, social events and activities. I 

recommend it highly if you want to have 

a great time learning more about 

numismatics and meeting some great 

new friends. 
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